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RECOGNIZING DR. JAY GOGUE 

∑ Mr. BINGAMAN. Mr. President, I rise 
to honor Dr. Jay Gogue, who has served 
as president of New Mexico State Uni-
versity since July 2000 and who will de-
part this August. A native Georgian, 
President Gogue received his doctorate 
in horticulture from Michigan State 
University. He then held many signifi-
cant positions including: chief scientist 
for the National Park Service, vice 
president for research at Clemson Uni-
versity and provost at Utah State Uni-
versity. 

From the outset, President Gogue’s 
highest priority has been increasing 
academic opportunities for New Mexico 
State University students and faculty. 
Under his outstanding leadership, the 
university expanded distance education 
programs, increasing enrollment by 
about 70 percent last year. Addition-
ally, President Gogue encouraged pri-
vate donations, considerably increasing 
funds for the university. Recognizing 
the long-term benefits of solid rela-
tionships within the local and state 
arenas, he built strong associations be-
tween the university, alumni and the 
New Mexico legislature. 

Throughout his tenure at New Mex-
ico State University, President Gogue 
has continually been an exceptional, 
consummate leader and tireless advo-
cate for New Mexico State University; 
his accomplishments will be long re-
membered. I wholeheartedly thank him 
for his dedication and wish him well in 
all his future endeavors.∑ 

f 

BIRTHDAY GREETINGS TO LINDA 
MAXWELL ROBERTSON 

∑ Mrs. FEINSTEIN. Mr. President, I 
take this opportunity to extend warm 
birthday greetings to a constituent of 
mine, Linda Maxwell Robertson. Linda 
will be turning 50 on September 1st. 

Linda is an unusual woman who pur-
sued a career in commercial film pro-
duction in New York City right out of 
high school. She started as a produc-
tion assistant and rapidly rose through 
the ranks so that, at the ‘‘ripe old age’’ 
of 26, she co-founded her own produc-
tion company with a partner, Mark 
Ross. Within a few years, her company 
had annual billings in excess of $8 mil-
lion. Later, Linda established a com-
mercial production company in New 
York for noted Hollywood directors 
Ridley and Tony Scott and Patrick 
Morgan. Linda is a Past President of 
the East Coast Chapter of the Associa-
tion of Independent Commercial Pro-
ducers, AICP, and a current member of 
the Directors Guild of America. 

In addition to her work-related re-
sponsibilities, Linda served as a media 
consultant to the Partnership for a 
Drug-Free America and was the Execu-
tive in Charge of Production for the 
United Nations’ worldwide campaign to 
celebrate its 50th anniversary. In that 
capacity, she produced commercials in 
North America, South America, Eng-
land, Thailand, South Africa, Mozam-

bique, Australia, and the Czech Repub-
lic. 

These accomplishments would be 
enough to satisfy most people, but not 
Linda! In her mid-40s, she went to col-
lege to New School University, where 
our friend and former colleague, Bob 
Kerrey, now serves as President. Linda 
earned her Bachelor’s degree in Psy-
chology in 2000, graduating with a 3.9 
grade point average, GPA. While she 
was earning her BA, Linda started 
Black/Max Productions with her friend, 
Ann Black. The two of them are busy 
developing innovative and educational 
children’s programming. 

In July 2000, Linda and her husband 
Mike, daughter Charlotte, and dog 
Sally moved to Newport Beach and now 
live in Laguna Beach. At present, 
Linda is a few semesters shy of earning 
a Master’s degree in clinical psy-
chology from Pepperdine University’s 
Graduate School of Education and Psy-
chology. This September, she’ll begin 
work as a trainee in marriage and fam-
ily therapy at Pepperdine’s Community 
Counseling Center. She is currently 
working as head of marketing and spe-
cial events coordinator at the Cannery 
Restaurant in Newport Beach. 

Linda finds the time, somehow, to 
get her poetry published and to be ac-
tive in charitable affairs in her com-
munity and at St. Margaret’s Episcopal 
School in San Juan Capistrano, where 
her daughter Charlotte will be entering 
the 10th Grade this fall. Meanwhile, her 
husband Mike is Creative Director at 
Heil-Brice Retail Advertising, HBRA, 
in Newport Beach and the two of them 
are on the brink of opening one or 
more ‘‘It’s a Grind’’ coffee shops in Or-
ange County. 

I know that Linda is an inspiration 
to all who know her, especially her 
family—her younger brother, Gray, 
served as my legislative director for 
two years. It’s a pleasure to send her 
birthday greetings. I could tell her to 
keep up the great work, but I don’t 
think it’s necessary!∑ 

f 

LOCAL LAW ENFORCEMENT ACT 
OF 2003 

∑ Mr. SMITH. Mr. President, I speak 
about the need for hate crimes legisla-
tion. On May 1, 2003, Senator KENNEDY 
and I introduced the Local Law En-
forcement Enhancement Act, a bill 
that would add new categories to cur-
rent hate crimes law, sending a signal 
that violence of any kind is unaccept-
able in our society. 

I would like to describe a terrible 
crime that occurred in Manchester, 
NH. On October 15 and 16, 2001, a 43- 
year-old woman bumped and elbowed 
her Muslim neighbor while the two 
women passed in the stairwell of their 
apartment building. The victim fell, 
bruising her elbow and hip. On the pre-
vious day, the woman approached her 
Muslim neighbor, pushed and harassed 
her with insults and epithets, calling 
her ‘‘Middle East Trash’’ and ‘‘ter-
rorist.’’ 

I believe that government’s first duty 
is to defend its citizens, to defend them 
against the harms that come out of 
hate. The Local Law Enforcement En-
hancement Act is a symbol that can 
become substance. I believe that by 
passing this legislation and changing 
current law, we can change hearts and 
minds as well.∑ 

f 

IN RECOGNITION OF RACHEL M. 
CLEMENTS AND LEAH M. 
CROWDER 

∑ Mr. DOMENICI. Mr. President, today 
I recognize the hard work and inquisi-
tive spirit of two young New Mexicans: 
Rachel Clements and Leah Crowder. 
These two home-schooled eighth grad-
ers from Albuquerque, NM, captured 
top honors at the Northwestern New 
Mexico Regional Science Fair for their 
project: ‘‘The Effect of Bosque Fires on 
Saltcedar Growth.’’ 

As we all know, science fairs are held 
every year, in nearly every part of the 
Nation. Likewise, there are many re-
markable projects exhibited at these 
events. The Clements-Crowder project 
focused on a scientific issue that is of 
great concern to New Mexico: the 
tamarisk plant, also known as 
saltcedar. They conducted their study 
over the span of 2 years, and their re-
sults are noteworthy. 

On the west side of the Rio Grande, 
Rachel and Leah enthusiastically 
sought to understand how cottonwood 
canopies affect saltcedar growth and 
explore the usefulness of prescribed 
burning as a means of eradication. 
Their findings showed that more 
saltcedars grew in burned than in un-
burned areas. The results of their 
project reinforce the necessity of mov-
ing quickly to restore the hundreds of 
acres of the Bosque that were recently 
burned. 

While visiting our Nation’s Capital 
this past month, they were kind 
enough to share their findings with me. 
While further study is necessary to 
verify them, their conclusions add to 
the knowledge necessary to deal with 
this threat to our water. This is the 
sort of information that I hope my bill, 
the Saltcedar Control Demonstration 
Act, will uncover and put to use. We 
must discover the best ways to eradi-
cate this invasive species, as it will 
help New Mexico to conserve its most 
precious resource, water. 

As those of us who reside in the 
Southwest are well aware, water is 
scarce. On the other hand, saltcedar is 
an exotic, invading water thief. The 
majority of the large rivers and tribu-
taries within the State have become 
overrun with saltcedar which drives 
out desirable vegetation and reduces 
the ability of riparian areas and water-
ways to provide habitat diversity for 
wildlife. These invaders must be dealt 
with decisively and quickly. 

Through their curiosity and keen 
sense of purpose, Rachel and Leah have 
provided insight into a devastating 
problem for New Mexico. In a sense, 
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